St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
Our mission is to know Jesus Christ and to make him known.

November 22, 2020

Last Sunday after Pentecost:
Christ the King
The Holy Eucharist Rite II
10:00 am

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The flower’s on the altar today are given to the glory of God by Dwayne & Dorothy Dawlearn
in celebration of their 50th wedding anniversary.

Tuesday Bible Study
We will still continue Tuesday bible study at 12pm through conference calls and on Zoom.
********PLEASE READ ********
If anyone in your group had any of the following symptoms this week, please worship with us
Online:
•

Fever Over 100

•

Cough or Sore Throat

•

Shortness of Breath

•

Contact with anyone confirmed to have COVID-19 (in the past 14 days)

Please confirm that no one in your group has had any of the above and are, therefore, all eligible to
attend.
If you attend, and discover that you have been exposed to someone who tests positive, or you test
positive, please let Rev. Susie or Kimberly Hart know so we can inform other attendees and close
and sanitize.
St. Mark’s Giving Tree Supporting the Rainbow Room
Advent season is upon us and as we have done in the past, St. Mark’s Episcopal Church will be collecting gifts for the Rainbow Room who give abused and neglected children a ray of hope.
Beginning today, you will see our Giving Tree set up in the Narthex. All of the children have been referred through the Texas Department of Family and Protective Services as children in need. For most of
these children, the gifts from the Rainbow Room Christmas Giving Tree Project are the only ones they
receive all year.
White Tags will be placed on the tree with the child’s name and three gifts they have requested. The
tags with green trim are for boys and the tags with red trim are for girls. You may buy one, two or all
three gifts for that child. Please pick a child from the tree in the Narthex and put your name on the list
next to the child’s name and indicate which one or all of the gifts you intend to purchase.

The maximum spent on any one child is to be less than $150.00. Unwrapped gifts with bows, or in a gift
bag, labeled with the child’s name and agency ID number, need to be in the Narthex by Sunday, December 6th or by 9:00 a.m. Monday, December 7th for delivery to the Rainbow Room. If you will not be here
on Sunday or Monday, gifts may be dropped off earlier.
For those of you who are not able to shop, you can order the gift on-line and have it shipped to St.
Mark’s as long as it can be delivered Monday-Friday. If it will be delivered on a weekend, you can ship
it to Rhonda Yamauchi, 3803 Bratton Street, Sugar Land, Tx. 77479. If you are having the gift shipped, a
gift receipt with the child’s name on it will be very helpful in sorting the gifts.
For more information, please contact Rhonda Yamauchi at 281-639-0043 or email her at Rhonda.yamauchi@gmail.com. Thank you for sharing your blessings with those in need this Christmas!
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Prelude
Processional Hymn: Crown him with many crowns vs. 1 & 5
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Hymnal 494

The people standing, the Celebrant says
People

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.
Amen.

The Celebrant says the Collect.
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love
you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
The people remain standing
Gloria

S 278
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The Collect of the Day
The Celebrant says to the people
People
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

The Celebrant says the Collect.
Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things in your well-beloved Son, the
King of kings and Lord of lords: Mercifully grant that the peoples of the earth, divided and enslaved
by sin, may be freed and brought together under his most gracious rule; who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
All sit.
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The First Lesson
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24
Thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. As shepherds
seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out my sheep. I will
rescue them from all the places to which they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them
into their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all
the inhabited parts of the land. I will feed them with good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich
pasture on the mountains of Israel. I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them
lie down, says the Lord God. I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up
the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them
with justice. Therefore, thus says the Lord God to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep
and the lean sheep. Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak animals
with your horns until you scattered them far and wide, I will save my flock, and they shall no longer
be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep. I will set up over them one shepherd, my
servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. And I, the Lord,
will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among them; I, the Lord, have spoken.
After the Reading, the Reader says
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 100
1 Be joyful in the LORD, all you lands; *
serve the LORD with gladness
and come before his presence with a song.
2 Know this: The LORD himself is God; *
he himself has made us, and we are his;
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.
3 Enter his gates with thanksgiving;
go into his courts with praise; *
give thanks to him and call upon his Name.
4 For the LORD is good;
his mercy is everlasting; *
and his faithfulness endures from age to age.
The Second Lesson
Ephesians 1:15-23
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason I
do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to
know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to
which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what
is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great
power. God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at
his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and
above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And he has put all
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things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, which is his body,
the fullness of him who fills all in all.
After the Reading, the Reader says
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Hymn: King of my life, I crown thee now
verse 1 before Gospel; verse 4 after Gospel
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LEVAS 31

Then, all standing, the Priest reads the Gospel, first saying

The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People

Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Matthew 25:31-46
Jesus said, “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on
the throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one
from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right
hand and the goats at the left. Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are
blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I
was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a
stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took
care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when
was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And
when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And
when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ And the king will answer them,
‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did
it to me.’ Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was
thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and
you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do
it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”
After the Gospel, the Reader says
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon

The Reverend Susie Comer

The Nicene Creed
Celebrant and People, all standing
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
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he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
All remain standing.
Prayers of the People Form VI
The Leader and People pray responsively
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.
Silence
For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
For Michael our Presiding Bishop, and Andy, Jeff, Kai and Hector our Bishops; and for all bishops
and other ministers;
For all who serve God in his Church.
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.
The Leader then prays from the Prayer Intercessory list.
After the list is prayed, the Celebrant will invite other prayers to be said aloud or in silence.

9

Hear us, Lord;
For your mercy is great.
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.
The Celebrant will invite thanksgivings to be offered aloud or in silence.
Silence
We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.
We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.
Silence
The People may add their own petitions
Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.
The Celebrant says the concluding Collect.
O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your mercies, look
with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover of souls,
and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.
The Celebrant then says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Celebrant and People
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The Celebrant then says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
The Peace
The Celebrant says to the people
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People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another from a distance in the name of the Lord.
PRAYER FOR A WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
PRAYER FOR A BIRTHDAY
FOR THE ABSENT
THE OFFERTORY
Offertory Hymn: “Canticle of Thanksgiving” (Mark Schweizer) – sung by St. Mark’s Choir
The People stand while the offerings are presented and placed on the Altar.
Doxology:

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host:
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Tune: Old Hundredth
The Great Thanksgiving
Eucharistic Prayer A
All baptized persons are invited and encouraged to receive communion in our church.
The People remain standing. The Celebrant faces them and says
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every where to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

For you are the source of light and life, you made us in your image, and called us to new life in Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company
of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
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Sanctus

S 128

The people stand or kneel.
Then the Celebrant continues
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen
into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and
eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God
and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect
sacrifice for the whole world. On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
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Celebrant and People

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
The Celebrant continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving.
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy
food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this
holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all
your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People and Celebrant
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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The Breaking of the Bread

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. Then the celebrant says
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
Celtic Alleluia

MHSO 20

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and
feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then immediately deliver it to the people. The Bread
and the Cup are given to the communicants with these words
The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. [Amen.]
The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation. [Amen.]
[only the host will be distributed at this time]
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Communion Hymn: King of glory, King of peace
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Hymnal 382

After Communion, the people stand or kneel, and the Celebrant says

Let us pray.
Celebrant and People
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Blessing
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Recessional Hymn: Lead on, O King eternal vs. 1

The Celebrant dismisses them with these words
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People
Thanks be to God.
Postlude
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Hymnal 555

From The Rite Light: Reflections on the Sunday Readings and Seasons of the Church Year. Copyright © 2007 by Michael W. Merriman. Church Publishing Incorporated, New York. H 382 — Music: © 1976, David Charles Walker. H 494 — Music:
Descant, © 1970, Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. L 31 — © 1921. Renewed 1949 Hope Publishing Co., Carol Stream, IL 60188. All Rights Reserved. Used by permission.

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
7615 FM 762
Richmond, TX 77469
281-545-1661
e-mail office@stmarksfortbend.org
On the Web—www.stmarksfortbend.org
St. Mark’s Core Values
Gracious. In our relationship with Christ, God welcomes us home, and we, in turn, offer gracious
hospitality to all those whom God leads to our church.
Rooted. Our worship and liturgy are rooted in the rich tradition of the Episcopal Church, drawing
on the wellspring of customs from the ancient church through those of today.
Authentic. We are an authentic people, true to our Christian identity, and genuinely thankful for
the gift of our gathering and for the sacred space of our church.
Christ-centered. We are the church, the Body of Christ, and we therefore have Jesus Christ at the
center of our life; for in the risen Christ we live and move and have our being.
Empowered. Jesus commissions us to go to all nations with his good news, and we, the people of St.
Mark's, are empowered by the Holy Spirit to proclaim by word and example the Gospel in Fort
Bend County and beyond.
The Reverend Susie Comer
Rector
Kimberly Hart
Executive Administrative Assistant
Tom Thompson
Organist & Music Director
Jerri Carington
School Director
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